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Vessel sherds primarily tempered with shell (n=141) in the 41MR211 sherd assemblage are from plain vessels (see Parsons et al. 2002a : Table 1 ). Only the sherds from 41MR211 vessels primarily tempered with grog (n=166) or bone (n=69) have decorative elements, with engraved, incised, punctated, and incised-punctated sherds prevalent among the grog-tempered wares, and only sherds with brushed decorative elements occur among the bone-tempered wares. Perttula et al. (2012) have reviewed the age and distribution of shell-tempered ceramics in Caddo sites across the southern Caddo area. In general, shell-tempered ceramics were made by East Texas Caddo potters beginning after ca. A.D. 1300, particularly in McCurtain phase sites along the middle shell-tempered sherds ranges from 93-100 percent (see Perttula et al. 2012 : Table 1 ). High proportions of shell-tempered sherds in ceramic assemblages are otherwise only relatively common in post-A.D. 1700 Historic Caddo sites only in the upper Sabine, the Big Cypress Creek basin (as at 41MR211), and in two locales on the Red River, both upstream and downstream from the McCurtain phase sites. body sherds range from 4.4-8.4 mm in thickness, and the one grog-tempered base sherd is 8.4 mm thick. Three of the body sherds, each from a utility ware vessel, in this assemblage have decorative elements 19 percent of the brushed sherds in the larger assemblage from 41MR211 are grog-tempered) and one sherd with a single straight incised line. The common occurrence of brushed and incised utility wares 63 decorated sherds reported by Parsons et al. (2002a Parsons et al. ( , 2002b , 60.3 percent have brushing marks and (15.9 percent), punctated (3.2 percent), and incised-punctated (3.2 percent) elements (Parsons et al. 2002a : Table 1 ).
Although the sample of ancestral Caddo ceramic vessel sherds recovered from Locus 3 in 2016 at 41MR211 is small, it closely resembles the assemblage recovered from the site in the 1999 investigations by the Texas Historical Commission in several ways. First, the range of temper inclusions used in vessel manufacture (i.e., primarily grog, but with a substantial proportion of shell-tempered wares) is consistent in both samples, and second, both assemblages have a high percentage of brushed and incised utility wares. This suggests that the ceramics recovered in Locus 3 are the product of the same ca. A.D. 1800-1838 ancestral Caddo occupation investigated elsewhere at 41MR211.
